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Abstract

This study addresses the value of a well-learned accent in helping foreign language
learners become more proficient speakers in formal situation. Many students imitate a
particular accent while speaking through receptive materials without any sufficient
knowledge about it. Unfortunately, there are not sufficient studies looking at students’
opinions about a particular accent acquired in learning, particularly speaking. This study
aims to describe the students’ perception of British accent accommodating their speaking
skill and elements. The population of this research was the eleventh-grade students. A
convenience sampling technique used to select 68 respondents. The descriptive
quantitative design used with a close-ended questionnaire as the research instrument.
The study revealed that the students’ agreement reached 72.3% in speaking skill and
showed 65% in language element. In conclusion, most of the students thought that
British accent had unique, elegant, and formal characteristics.

Keywords: British accent; language element; received pronunciation; speaking skill;
students’ perception

INTRODUCTION

Globalization and social enhancement have presented Indonesian education with the
challenge of producing a generation becomes able to compete on the world arena (Subair,
2024). In English education, speaking skill is indicated as the most essential and
fundamental skill to communicate in global world. Many learners prioritize this skill and
they should have a solid grasp of speaking eagerness in order to achieve learning
objectives. Because of this fact, educators believe that their students should be proficient
speakers (Talenta & Wibowo, 2022). English has taken a prominent position in education
because of its significance in international communication (Putriani et al, 2021).
Introductory English in primary schools has been managed. It becomes a subject to very
young students in kindergartens and playgroups. Additionally, there are more English
courses and institutions providing lessons to both young and adult learners. It is a reality
that English is an international communication language. Therefore, they have to
understand that pronunciation varies and different dialects are spoken in different places.
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Speaking is one of the key abilities in language proficiency. Speaking English
involves communicating thoughts, opinions, and emotions to other people through words
or phonemes. People should understand and acquire the use of instructional materials
(Talenta & Wibowo, 2022). This is the reason that students are considered to experience a
good communication in practicing speaking. Teachers focus on speaking in order to help
students build their speaking abilities because it supports networks, personalities, and
identities (Jaya et al., 2022). Speaking is the initial step towards establishing a connection
and exchanging messages. According to Mega and Sugiarto (2020), it plays a big part in
communication. People study hard to acquire the ability in order to be able in interacting
with people in the global community.

Persons who have been fluent in a language since birth is known as native speakers
(Pranata et al., 2023). They are regarded to have an innate ability in using their language
accurately, fluently, and properly. Foreigners recognize native speakers as those who
speak English and reside in nations where it is their official language. However, someone
who does not speak English as their first language is referred to as a non-native English
speaker. Instead, he speaks English as a foreign or second language (Wulandari et al.,
2021). A lot of people are still in debate whether it is preferable to study English with a
non-native speaker or a native speaker while learning it in countries where English is not
the primary language. This is especially true while learning English for communication
purposes prioritizing speaking (Fitria, 2023).

According to Wulandari et al. (2021), native teachers are effective because they help
students feel confident and motivated in improving English abilities. It is because they
have sequential speaking experiences since childhood. As a result, it give positive impacts
dealing with naturalness to their students. This is especially true when it comes to
speaking the language. In addition, Prayogi & Widiyati (2024) showed that students
thought they could learn English from native English speaker teacher excluded listening.
According to the students, there were certain areas the teacher was skillful. However,
Pradana (2019) explains that understanding language is different from teaching. Non-
native speakers may not be able to impart their knowledge as well as they may not be as
proficient as native speakers. Non-native speakers have acquired teaching skill, on the
other hand, they may create a betterment. At last, both of non-native speakers and native
speakers have the same opportunity to become teachers since they fulfill specific roles in
the context of teaching English (Fitria, 2023).

Individuals are very sensitive to the outside world in addition to oneself. They use
their senses to perceive their surroundings. The way individuals perceive things will be
influenced by the stimuli they are given (Hafrizal et al, 2021). According to Hermini
(2019), perception is a perspective on, knowing of, or interpretation of a thing. Gaining
insight into students' perspective can assist educators in developing new approaches,
procedures, methods, and other approaches to address issues that arise when students are
learning (Romauli et al., 2024). It can be stated that students’ perception serves a variety
of functions that is supporting the teaching and learning process. It simplifies the students’
interpretation of a given situation.

Accent is a unique way of pronouncing a language particularly one related to a
certain country, region, and social class. An accent from particular natives or locals in
certain groups of people represents their identity (Choerunnisa et al., 2024). Fluency in
accents is essential for comprehending what others are saying (Dirham, 2022). Fluency in
spoken English is an objective that language learners have. Since it affects how easy they
communicate with. Using a certain accent is crucial while speaking English as a foreign
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language. Clearly argued by Hasibuan (2020), a lot of Indonesians with heavy Javanese
accent can comprehend the language while learning English. This demonstrates that non-
native speakers learning English for communication purposes are able to acquire its
pronunciation and intonation while maintaining their unique local accent. Many students
who actively communicate with native speakers with fluent accents have shown a great
way to improve communication skills. In this context, it is very important to enhance
communication skills (Pranata et al., 2023).

The most common English accents in Indonesia are British English and American
English (Hasibuan, 2020; Hermini, 2019). They are two standard variations of English in
formal situations. Those are applied to global education, broadcast, trade, and
entertainments. The term "British English" (BrE) is commonly used to differentiate the
English used in the British Isles from other places. Lexicographers and linguists refer it for
those who are speaking the language natively and typically in standard English
(Akmalovna, 2021). Around the 17th century, Americans became familiar with British
English, which was spoken in the United Kingdom, notably in Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales, and England. Even though both the British and Americans speak English, their
accents are different. Nowadays, British English is called Received Pronunciation (RP) or
Modern Received Pronunciation by many people with the influence of British mass media
and the world of communication in modifying pronunciation and vocabulary (Talenta &
Wibowo, 2022; Ferragne et al., 2024). It is divided into Northern English and Southern
English because of geographical accent variation and differences (Koshy & Tavakoli,
2022). British English is pronounced differently from American English (Al-Jumaili et al.,
2022). The accent in British English tends to omit the letter "r" frequently. Furthermore,
British English utilizes different vocabularies compared to American English. For example,
British English uses the word “soccer”, however, American English uses the word
“football”. In addition, the glottal “t” is occasionally employed in British English phrases
like "city," "whatever," and "water" (Musdalifah, 2022).

A research conducted by Pradana (2019) was about the students’ perception
regarding the various accents of the English language. It showed that the students believed
their favored accent had contributed to their English learning endeavors. The students’
appropriate accent helped them while studying English. In another research, Hermini
(2019) clarified that the students preferred to get learning materials in American English.
It happened because they believed that American English was more frequently used and
had an easier pronunciation. They assumed that it was simpler than British English based
on their experiences. However, some students found that British English was more formal,
cool, and attractive. Another research was carried out by Musdalifah (2022) regarding
perception of the accent and dialect in British and American style having benefits for
instructing the students. The conclusion revealed that English language learners preferred
American English style over British English style. They believed that American English was
simpler and slower. However, some students found that they could acquire a better
understanding of the various dialects that had been used.

Based on the previous studies, the problem found that the majority of Indonesian
English learners do not realize when they are using and copying variation of accents,
especially when they are speaking and presenting in a formal situation. Many English
speakers may only know one kind of English and it make them cannot differentiate
between British English and American English. Therefore, to gain deeper understanding,
this study only focuses on students’ perception regarding the British accent in the English
speaking skill. This study aims to describe the students’ perception of British accent
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accommodating their speaking skill and elements. It shows the importance for the
students to differentiate and use the appropriate British accent in speaking English. This
study contributes to the classical and individual learning process in understanding and
producing British accent among spoken texts.

METHOD

Descriptive quantitative research design used in this study. In order to draw study result,
the research design provided an accurate description of respondents, circumstance, or
phenomenon, focusing more on the details of what, where, and when than the reasons
behind events. The basic knowledge of British accent and the students’ perception were
the two main points of this study.

Respondents

This study was conducted at a state senior high school with the eleventh-grades as the
respondents. Convenience sampling used to collect the respondents. Convenience
sampling method was easily accessible to the researchers because it was directly from the
population. Convenience sampling had the benefits of being affordable, effective, and easy
to use. For this study, the two classes with 34 students in each class for the total numbers
of 68 students involved as the respondents.

Instruments

The researchers employed a close questionnaire in Google Form. The instrument allowed
the students to respond the items in order to examine the study issued and complied with
the objectives of the research design. One benefit of conducting a questionnaire was that it
allowed the researchers to get information from the representative sample. The numbers
of questionnaire items were adapted from (Saipullah et al,, 2021; Hermini, 2019; Pradana,
2019; Nety et al., 2020, and Ansow et al.,, 2022) as depicted in Table 1.

Table 1

Source of Adapted Questionnaire Items

Source Number of questionnaire items
Saipullah et al (2021) 1,2,12,13
Hermini (2019) 5,7,8,11
Pradana (2019) 9,3
Nety et al (2020) 6,4,10,14
Ansow et al (2022) 15

The questionnaire items were adapted from five different sources. The items were
grouped into two different parts. They were about the British accent perceived by the
students on the point of view speaking skill and language element. In the first part, the 9
items were gathered from the adapted questionnaires created by Saipullah et al. (2021),
Hermini (2019), Pradana (2019), and Nety et al. (2020). For second part, the 6 items were
generated from Saipullah et al. (2021), Hermini (2019), Nety et al. (2020), and Ansow et
al,, (2022).

Procedures

The procedure for collecting the data was: first, requested study authorization from the
school by submitting a research letter that needs to be approved by the principal;
afterward, requested a time to meet with the teacher in discussing the research assistance;
after that, throughout the class, the teacher gave each student access to the Google Form
link. The students were asked to respond on a Likert scale to 15 questions on the
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questionnaire in which the items had been validated by two validators previously. The
responses were in the options for Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and
Strongly Disagree (SD).

Data analysis

For the analysis of quantitative data, SPSS version 25 employed. Descriptive statistics,
such as frequencies (F) and percentage (%) used in the study of and were subsequently
displayed in the tables. All questionnaire was translated into Indonesian to prevent
misunderstandings and inaccurate answers and also to preserve the validity of the results.
In this study, the researchers used Miles et al. (2014). There were four stages: gathering
the data; summarizing the information and highlighting the key thing; presenting outcome
the data; and lastly, drawing a conclusion from the information outcome.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Students’ perception of British accent to speaking skill

The findings show that 68 students had positive agreement of British accent to their
speaking skill. There were 9 statements included. Table 2 presents the study findings:

Table 2
Percentage of Students’ Perception of British Accent to Speaking Skill

No Statement SA A D SD
F % F % F % F %
1 I enjoy speaking with British 3 4.4% 60 882% 5 7.4% 0 0%
accent

2 It is challenging for me speaking 28 41.2% 37 544% 2 2.9% 1 1.5%
with British accent

3 I can speak with British accent 2 2.9% 15 22.1% 50 73.5% 1 1.5%
well
4 I believe that British Englishis 18  26.5% 50 735% 0 0% 0 0%
useful to improve my speaking
skill
5 [ am more motivated while 6 8.9% 53 779% 9 13.2% 0 0%

speaking with British accent
6 I support speaking activities on 4 5.9% 46 67.6% 18 26.5% 0 0%
British accents
Speaking English with British 2 2.9% 21 309% 45 66.2% 0 0%
accent makes me feel
comfortable
8 British accent makes me feel 3 4.4% 19 279% 46 67.7% 0 0%
comfortable to have a
conversation
9 I speak English correctly with 2 2.9% 16 23.5% 48 70.7% 2 2.9%
British accent

~

There were 5 items of the statements in Table 2 showing the students’ agreement
about their perspectives of British accent to their speaking skill with 72.3% in average.
Those were the statements number 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. For statement 1, the number of 88.2%
from the students enjoyed the speaking activities with the British accents. For the next
statement showing that 54.4% of students found challenge while speaking English using
British accent. Meanwhile, 73.5% thought that speaking English with a British accent
could help them become more proficient found in statement 4. In addition, learning British
accent in speaking activities motivated them depicted in statement 5 with 77.9%. Finally,
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statement 6 shows that 67.6% of the students agreed that they support British accent in
their speaking activities.

On the contrary, there were 4 items in Table 2 dealing with students’ disagreement
about their perspectives of British accent to their speaking skill with 69.5% in average. For
the detalil, in statement 3, the total of 73.5% students disagreed that they could speak the
accent well. Even though students were already familiar with the words that frequently
appeared in a British accent. They still felt that they were unable to speak well in a British
accent due to the distinctiveness and how it differed from the American accent while
speaking. There was 66.2% students disagreed that speaking English with British accent
made them felt comfortable in statement 7. Students found that speaking and conversing
with a British accent became uncomfortable, as indicated by statements 8 in the number of
67.7%. The explanation was why the students needed to pay closer attention while
attempting to speak with a British accent. In the end, for statement 9, there was 70.7%
students assumed that they produced British accent incorrectly. They encouraged learning
activities using British accent because they thought that understanding the dialect could
accommodate their education and broaden their knowledge.

According to the findings above, it can be described that students still faced
challenges while trying to speak with British accent. Many of them had already used
American accent which was different from the British accent. They thought that the
pronunciation in British accent was more difficult and required more rehearsals to
experience it simultaneously. That is because the pronunciation has different intonation
and word stress compared to other accents. Additionally, some words in the British accent
require specific pronunciation adaptations, such as a more frequent pronounced vowel
sound or a softer pronunciation of the letter "r". It can be inferred that British accent has
specific sounds to recognize (Baratta, 2021). The findings of this research confirmed by
Talenta and Wibowo (2020) that since the students were accustomed to speak American
accents, they found it difficult to pronounce and adapt the British accent.

Conversation using British accent sometimes made students uncomfortable. It
shows they were less familiar with British accent variants. This condition gave the
negative impact on students speaking. To mitigate the difficulties, students were
suggested to clarify questions, ask the interlocutor to speak slower, and ask repetition
(Diaz & Igbal, 2024). However, unfamiliar accent leading to greater learner engagement.
This exposure is important for learning where the students can communicate with native
speaker using British accent to increase self-awareness (Baratta & Halenko, 2022).

Understanding someone’s speech can be derived from interlocutor’s accent
understanding. This happens when the students need to know the British accent in order
to be able in communicating with person using that accent. However, by using certain
accent is not the only way to understand the communication flow (Colmenero &
Lasagabaster, 2024). It supports that content of speech is one of the key factors in creating
social communication (Levon et al., 2021).

Students’ perception of British accent uses to speaking element

Table 3 represents students’ perception of British accent to speaking elements they
experienced. Among 6 items, there was only a statement confirming that the students
disagreed to the statement. [t was about confidence.
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Table 3

Percentage of Students’ Perception of British Accent to Language Element

No Statement SA A D SD
F % F % F % F %
10 I can differentiate British accent 8 11.7% 49 721% 11 16.2% 0 0%

with the other accent

11 [ feel familiar with British 6 8.9% 46 67.6% 16 23.5% 0 0%
accent
12 [ know the vocabulary that is 3 4.4% 38 559% 27 39.7% 0 0%

often used in British accent
13 I believe that British accentcan 18  26.4% 48 706% 1 1.5% 1 1.5%
help my learning process in the

future
14 I feel confident while using 2 2.9% 29 42.7% 37 54.4% 0 0%
British accent
15 I proud while using British 17 25% 40 588% 11 16.2% 0 0%
accent

The speaking element was perceived positively in lower level compared to the
previous one. It was proved by the average of agreement confirmed by the students only
65%. Based on the average percentage, it is found that the statement about familiarization
in number 10 having 72.1% about students’ ability to differentiate British accent to the
other. They revealed despite their difficulties with the British accent which they attributed
to the fact that it differed from the American accent they had been familiar with for a
longer period of time. They still found that the speaking activities were enjoyable because
most of them were already familiar with the British accent and found it interesting. The
following supported item had 67.6% dealing with their feeling in being accustomed to the
accent. For statement 12, students felt they already knew the vocabulary and words that
frequently appeared in the British accent with the total 55.9%. The next statement
indicated 70.6% of students assumed that British accent could accommodate and help
their future learning process. The last number of the statement, 58.8% of students believe
that they were proud of their British accent. Unfortunately, statement 14 had different
finding dealing with the students’ disagreement on self-confidence. Therefore, it depicts
that there was 54.4% of students felt unconfident in using British accent.

However, the students who were eager to be taught English with British accent
believed that the accent was interesting especially if it was taught by a native speaker. It
happened because they realized that they were non-native and they believed it could open
their insight about another English accent even though it was considered difficult, this
argumentation was also confirmed by Prayogi and Widiyati (2024). They found the
students understood that native persons had some authorities because they were one of
the sides who could instruct in natural atmosphere. Besides, Fitria (2023) concluded that
since both the native and the non-native played distinct roles in the context of teaching
English as a second language. Native speakers and non-native speakers finally had equal
opportunities to become teachers. In addition, based on findings, majority of the students
thought that British accent had unique, elegant, formal, classy characteristics. They felt
motivated while learning with the British accent. The findings of this study were in line
with the study conducted by Hermini (2019) showing that the results indicated that the
students preferred to use British English because of the degree of formality.
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Students’ self-confidence was a matter to use the British accent. The accent is often
viewed and associated with prestige, high social status, and education (Kirilenko, 2025;
Wardana & Sahiruddin, 2025). Thus, the students need some efforts to use it. In facilitating
their efforts, teachers need to provide standardized speaking assessment by using British
accent to create students’ sustainable experiences through practicality (Talenta &
Wibowo, 2022). Accent is important to improve speaking skill because it belongs to the
sub type of language element that is pronunciation, moreover British accent. It was proved
by Muzaki et al. (2024) that senior high school students using British accent in speaking
class dealt with more challenges. They tended to mix British and American accents while
practicing speaking since its difficulty (Jia et al., 2023). In the other hand, Charpentier-
Jiménez (2022) showed that British English perceived easily by the students. The media
which can be used to make the students understand the micro skill in British accent is by
watching movies (Kusuma et al.,, 2025) and short video (Tanjung et al., 2023).

To sum up, students perceived positively in using British accent. It was claimed
vividly by the higher percentage compared to its negativity. The students showed their
excitement while using the British accent to improve their speaking skill. Moreover, it can
be found from the data that it was very challenging for them to be motivated. It would be
really enthusiastic if the teachers offered some supportive activities through appropriate
learning media so the students could consistently in practicing (Graham & Roll, 2024). It
would imply that the students could differentiate between the British and American
accents. Therefore, they became familiar to know both vocabulary and pronunciation in
British accent. Finally, the students got prestige and power while producing this superb
accent in reaching the future target such as studying, working, and traveling (Richter &
Weissenback, 2022; Markl, 2022).

CONCLUSION

To sum up, there were different perceptions from the students about British accent to the
English competence. The first, the positive perception proved by the higher level of
agreement with average 68.65%. However, they perceived negatively in average 61.95%.
The positive perception came from 10 items of speaking skill and language elements.
Meanwhile, the students perceived negatively in 5 items from both of the aspects. It was
proved that the students were enjoying speaking with British accent, improving their
speaking through British English, being motivated and supportive to use it while speaking,
and also being challenged to speak with British accent. In the other hand, the students had
negative perception in delivering good speech and having a conversation with British
accent.

For the speaking elements, the students showed agreement on their perception
about familiarization, vocabulary, and learning process. However, they tended to have
disagreement on self-confidence. Even though most of the students already knew how to
speak in British accent, they still found difficulties to practice. It is important to have
regular drilling to make the students pronounce it better and fluent with additional
rehearsal. This study still had limited data since in some situations and respondents were
not be able to provide responses. Therefore, it is very fruitful for the future study to
include samples that are truly proficient in English. It might be taken into consideration to
conduct research on pronunciations because this study solely concentrates on student’s
perception.
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